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“Who’s in Charge”
1 Chronicles 29:10-13; Ephesians 3:14-21 January 22, 2017

This week we witnessed the inauguration of a new 
president. As a nation we have much for which to be 
thankful. Over almost 250 years, the freedom and the civic 
responsibilities envisioned by our founders have become 
part of our national life in ways that the founders could not 
have imagined. The rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness belong to all citizens regardless of race, gender, 
sexual identity or national origin. Even as the generations 
have witnessed these common rights be extended to include 
women, African-Americans and other groups within our 
society, we realize that we still have a long way to go both in 
exercising our citizenship responsibly and in ensuring that 
all people enjoy the same privileges that we do.  

This week we have watched the peaceful transfer of 
power. After a hotly contested and divisive national 
election, we see the principles that unite us as a nation, 
such as our common respect for authority and the law, and 
that support this momentous event. Our laws also provide 
for peaceful dissent and protest. Respect for the law and 
peaceful dissent are a major part of what makes our nation 
strong and healthy.  

While our attention has been absorbed by the transfer of 
power in Washington, which certainly impacts our nation 
and world, there is another power behind, beneath and 
within all things that we may easily overlook and take for 
granted. 

When King David gathered the Israelites together to 
prepare for the building and furnishing of the Temple in 
Jerusalem that his son Solomon would construct, he invited 
the people to provide gold, silver, iron and all the materials 
that would be needed to build and decorate the Temple.  
He set the example of generous giving; the people joined 
with him as they too gave their gifts. Then David prayed:

“Yours, O LORD, are the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the victory, and the majesty; for all that is 
in the heavens and on the earth is yours; yours is the 
kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above 
all (1 Chronicles 29:11).”

David knew that the seen and unseen hand of God rules 
over all things. Even more than that, David knew that all 

that we have from the life we live, the reasoning power of 
our minds, the capacity to love in our hearts, the strength 
of our hands, and the resources we share, all come from 
God.  And David prayed, 

“Riches and honor come from you, and you rule over 
all. In your hand are power and might; and it is in your 
hand to make great and to give strength to all (29:12).”

Likewise for Paul, the one constant in the ups and downs 
of his life, in the secure times and in the dangerous times, in 
his triumphs and in his tragedies, in his life and in his death, 
is the Sovereign Lord God, creator and redeemer of all.  In 
his letter to the Ephesians, Paul offers a prayer on behalf of 
the church that ends in a doxology, a word of praise to God: 

“Now to God who by the power at work within us is 
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can 
ask or imagine, to God be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen 
(Eph. 3: 20, 21).”

In that prayer, he prays that the church in Ephesus 
and the church here in Indianapolis today might know 
the greatness of God and the love of Christ. He prays 
that we might be filled with the Holy Spirit so that we 
might understand the divine purposes of God, live in this 
foundational love of Christ, and be strengthened in our 
inner being to live for the glory of God. 

God is not a raw power that only serves itself, that 
consumes everything in its sight or that exists only for its 
own good. No, the power of God is goodness and mercy. 
The power of God is revealed as the Creator who makes 
all things and creates us in the divine image. The power 
of God is manifest in the divine care of the universe from 
the dandelion that blooms in a field to the exploding star 
in a distant galaxy. The power of God is revealed as the 
Redeemer who comes as one of us in Jesus Christ, who 
humbles himself, throwing off the outward form of divinity 
in order that he might embrace our humanity and restore 
us to God.  

There is a prayer in our Book of Common Worship that 
captures this mystery of both the vulnerability of power 
and the power of vulnerability:
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“Eternal God, you are the power behind all things: 
behind the energy of the storm, behind the heat of a 
million suns. Eternal God, you are the power behind 
all minds: behind the ability to think and reason, 
behind all understanding of the truth. Eternal God, 
you are the power behind the cross of Christ: behind 
the weakness, the torture and the death, behind 
unconquerable love. Eternal God, we worship and 
adore you. Amen (p.21).”

In our Book of Common Worship, this prayer is offered as 
a prayer of preparation for worship.  It is essential to know 
the character of the One we come to worship.

In our Reformed Tradition, we follow John Calvin in 
understanding God as the Sovereign Lord of all creation.  
God is both Creator and Redeemer. God is active in the 
natural world not only as the Creator, but also as the 
Sustainer who cares for and provides for all things. As 
Reformed Christians we believe that the central power 
of the universe is not a computer, not simply blind 
mechanics, not simply physics, chemistry or natural law, 
but the center of all things is God’s loving and purposeful 
will. The divine purposes of God that govern all things 
and lead all things into their ultimate fulfillment in God. 
Calvin spoke of the two-fold knowledge of God. We know 
God not only as the Creator, but also as the Redeemer. 
God is active in both human history and in the life of every 
human being. As the Sovereign Lord, the will of God will 
ultimately prevail in spite of our sin, ignorance, cruelty and 
rebellion. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said that the long 
arc of history bends toward justice. 

The sovereign will of God that rules all things does not 
mean that we have no freedom. No, God created us with 
freedom of will so that we might freely choose to love God. 
Yet, we have failed and fallen into sin; sin has infected the 
whole creation; we know from painful experience that not 
only are we broken creatures but our  world  is broken. We 
suffer not only from our own sins, but also from the sins 
of others that cause betrayal, racism, pollution, hunger, 
war, and greed. There is much in the world we do not 
understand: there are natural disasters, cancer, disease and 
birth defects.  Even as we endure such things, we question 
why God would allow such things to happen. There are 
no easy answers, but we trust in the goodness and grace 
of God. We find solace in God’s loving purposes for our 
lives. We trust that even in the most difficult times that 
God is working for our good. We know that we need the 
Spirit within us to restore our freedom, open our minds, 
enlarge our hearts so that we might freely love and desire 

God above all. The first question of the Shorter Catechism 
is: What is the chief end of human existence? The chief end 
of human existence is to glorify God and enjoy God forever. 

Our faith leads us to trust God in troubling times in 
our families, in times when we face challenges that seem 
insurmountable, and in difficult days in our nation. When we 
trust God, when we are able to glorify God, the Spirit comes 
to us to give us the word we need to hear, the confidence we 
need to live, and the courage to combat evil and seek the 
good for all. At times God seems distant, our efforts appear 
useless and if feels as if our prayers do not matter. As the 
theologian John Leith has noted, “Many live their lives with 
no conscious reference to God. The consequence is a culture 
opaque to the presence of God.” He goes on to say that the 
awareness of God’s actions in nature and history and an 
awareness of the presence of God in human life depends 
upon “the piety, devotion and worship of the community 
in which the believer participates” (Introduction to the 
Reformed Tradition, p. 214-15). In other words, it depends 
upon us to keep the faith, to awaken one another to the 
presence of God, and teach our children to keep their eyes 
open to the marvelous things that God is doing in our 
midst. Our Reformed Faith reminds us that even when it 
appears that there is so much that defies God, God is still 
the sovereign ruler of all and God’s will shall prevail. As the 
familiar hymn proclaims:

“This is my Father’s world. 
O let me ne’er forget 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet.”

Until that day when God’s will prevails and heaven and 
earth are one, we live each day with the conviction that 
behind the rise and fall of nations, the struggles for justice 
and peace, the hope we have for ourselves and our families, 
there is the loving will of God. We live in the world not 
on the basis of the way things are or the way things appear, 
but on the basis of God’s promise of the reconciliation of 
all things when crying, hunger, pain and death shall be no 
more. We live each day in faith, hope and love in the service 
of our Sovereign Lord whose power is behind all things, in 
all things and through all things.  

Amid all the conflicting and often frightening powers of 
this world, we know who is in charge. To God be the glory 
now and forever. Amen.


